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WATER SECURITY 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.46 pm]: On 31 October this year, during non-government business, 
I presented a motion to the chamber offering a plan to secure clean, fresh drinking water for future generations. This 
included a pipeline to be run from Lake Argyle to the metropolitan area. The last time a feasibility study was done on 
this was in 2006. That feasibility study stated that a pipeline was feasible, but the cost of pumping the water made it 
cost prohibitive. I was able to offer a method of pumping this water free, using unreliable renewable power—namely, 
solar and wind power, with battery backup. This would have allowed us to start filling existing metropolitan dams as 
well as south west dams. On the way south, through the Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne and midwest, we could encourage 
entrepreneurs to create fruit and vegetable businesses. This pipeline would be built in a corridor, but it would not be 
just for the pipeline. It would be a surveyed corridor, hopefully surveyed by the Australian Army, that would allow for 
gas pipelines, high-voltage electricity powerlines and communications, all put into this one corridor for the future. 
I think most members in the chamber missed the most salient points of this motion, which were that we were 
pumping the water for free, it was going to be in a corridor, we were going to benefit in the metropolitan area and 
everyone on the way through would also benefit. Part of my motion called for a second pipeline running due south 
from Lake Argyle to approximately 150 kilometres from the Northern Territory and South Australian borders. This 
would pick up all the communities in that area, but we could also put in water tanks every 100 kilometres. Because 
of the drought situation we are in at the moment, which the government does not seem to want to acknowledge, 
pastoralists in that region could travel probably 100 kilometres from their pastoral stations, fill their 20 000-litre 
water tanks and supply their stock with food. This would actually give us a ring-mains water system in which we 
could pump water anywhere in the state we wanted to. At the moment, people in those remote areas are drinking 
water that contains uranium, arsenic and nitrates. This is a huge health problem for those people, and we could 
solve that by supplying them with good clean fresh water. 
I estimated the cost of this project to be about $20 billion. A lot of that money could be funded by the federal 
government, which has billions of dollars set aside for such projects. Hon Alannah MacTiernan said that the 
last time she priced it, it was $12.5 billion. That was probably to run a garden hose from Lake Argyle and nothing 
more than that. I have looked into this with piping and pumping companies and they have assured me that 
$20 billion is a good price for such a project. This cannot happen overnight. It needs to be planned now. When we 
start running out of water, it will be too late to start a project like this, which will probably take about 10 years. At 
the moment, I am not having much success trying to find the $50 000 I need for a new feasibility study. However, 
it will be my mission over the next few months to, hopefully, find somebody who has a spare $50 000. 
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